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PATE: Jenuary 17, 2002

Present were:

Rah Rohland - Salford Townehip Supervisor

Rob Bricker - Tawnship Solicitor

Keith Laslow » DEP

Sharap Hill - DEP

Nelean Heffentranger + WRT

John Heines - Halnos & Kibblohousy

Bab Miller - Haines & Kibblehouse

John Ross - Halnes & Kibblehonse

Tony Jeveming » Hainés & Kibblehouse

The quarry hes o valid mining permit and is permitted to pump waler. The original
Consent Decros provided that the Operator wog responsible for replacing all failed wells within a
},000-foot rading within Salford Tewnship and 8 1,500-foot radius within West Rackhill Township
whether or not it ean he eetablished (hat the Y8y ig rosponsiblo. State law requires aperators to
veplace failed wells rogardloss of their distance from the site if the State's investigation indicates that
the quarry s respansible baged upon reasonablp selentific evidence.

The Operator has been manitoring wells in the vicinity of the quasry since 1991 and
has gaod data on water wells. Under Congont Decres, clghtesn (18) wells have bosn replaced.
Reoently, complaints of wells being affected, particularly in Selford Township have been received
by the Operator, the Tawnship, and DEP,

The Position of the Operator is summarized as followa:

The well data establishes the Jevel of the water table aver the past soveral years
starting about 1998. The quarry is presently 110 feet deep in 4 small arep and hag only recently

become desp e¢nough o penetrate the water table. Therefors, wmil recently, the water being
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digcharged from the quatyy has been surface Water o precipitation. (The sverage disoharge Is 63,000
gallons per day. In 2001, 41 miliion gallont were discharged.) ‘rhe quany éstimates that
approximately 40% of the discharge is from precipitation. If the quarry wére lowering the water
table, which {3 about ISO‘dcep in the area, there would be an abvious effect iri the well data (which
there is not).

Thé wells about which recent complaints have been fitéd ars looated primarily in
Tylersport and wes, as far away as the other side of the tunpike. Theéy ars all shallow wells, The
replacement wolls that have been drilled hava all badn 250 feel of mors,

The opetator has conoluded that it operations até nbl tesponsibls for the fafturs of
the wells in the Tylersport aren and beyoid for the following reasons.

L. Drought vonditjons which have sxisted sincs 1998 and have becoms aevere
in the past six months.

2, Ths soils and tock sirath Along the Ridge tesult in poot techarge conditions:
L.6., surface watér nuns off rather than penotrates {nto the aquifers.

i The watér tabls of the Ridgs is gradually deelining from increased
development in the araa, drought coﬁditlons itid pooy técharge; and af 1east soms blame can b
attributed to the Telford Batough well whick i 600 fest dasp and puiip about 500 gellons per
minute and sevéral NPWA wells in Franconi Township which are downhill from the top of the
Ridge. Downhill pumping will tend to flatten out the water table In areas which are uphill from
wells,

The potition of the Stata is summarized 88 followa:

. The State’s well duty clossly agtess with the Opétatot's,
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2. The State has seen a dramatic indrcasc in well complaints in recent months
due to drought conditions.

3. The State is of the opinion that the data supports a position that the quarry is
not influencing the water table beyond a 1,500-foot radius at the present time.

4. As the quarty gots deeper there may be an eventual influence along Allentown
Road in Tylersport, but at the present time the wells which are experiencing problems in that area
are more likely affected by neighboring wells and drought conditions.

5. The State doces feel that thero is a possible influence on the Alderfer and
Landis wells along Ridge Road and wants the operator to replace these wells. John Haines indicated
that they would do so even though he feels that the data does not demonstrate that the quarry is at
fault, |

The State’s proceduro with respect to well complaints is as follows:

I DEP will always respond to well complaints within 48 hours,

2. If the state concludes the well is being affected by the quarry, it will consult
with the Operator in an effort to resolve the complaint, If the complaint is not resolved, the State
will write a formal report finding the operator responsible and will ask the operator to supply (he
owner with a temporary water supply. Further, the Operalor will bo asked to voluntarily replace the
well. |

3. If the Opefator refuses to teplace the well, a formal order requiring
replacement will be issued. The Operator may appeal such an order to the Environmental Hearing
Board, but must replace the welt or provide water in the meantime.

4, There is no process by which the operator is found partially responsible and

this liable for some part of the costs of a replacement well, Novertheless, there are often times where
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the ownet and Operator work out some cobt-sharing arrangement and DEP éncourages this in ceses
where it cannot find the Opératot responsible,

The advice we received from DEP i that property owners Wwho bslieve thelr wells ase
being damaged by the quarry should call DEP and register their complaint,
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